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GRADE LEVEL:  Elementary / 
Intermediate 
 
SUBJECT:  Science (Unifying 
Concepts, Physical) 
 
Related Colorado Content   
Standards:  SC(1-6).4 
 
TIME:  30 Minutes 
 
OBJECTIVE:  Students will practice 
learning the names of cave 
formations. 
 
MATERIALS: 

• Copies of Student Worksheets 
#1 and #2 

• Index cards or paper cut to fit 
• Scissors 
• Glue 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Speleothem is the name given to any 
cave formation inside of a cave.  
Stalactites are speleothems that 
hang down from the cave ceiling, 
and stalagmites are speleothems 
that rise up from the cave floor.   
 
Formation of any speleothem takes 
a long period of time.  As each drop 
of water leaves a tiny amount of 
mineral residue on a cave ceiling, 
floor, wall or other feature, it adds to 
speleothem growth.  When a 
speleothem is broken, it will not be 
replaced within our lifetime, if ever!   
 
Therefore, people should be 
extremely careful while exploring 
caves. 
 
 
 

PROCEDURE: 
1. Hand out the student 

worksheet with all the 
formations and descriptions. 

 
2. Have the students cut out the 

pictures and information and 
glue them on to the index 
cards. 

 
3. Students can begin to quiz 

themselves and quiz other 
students in pairs.  

 
 

SPELEOTHEM FLASH CARDS 
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SPELEOTHEM FLASH CARDS 
Student Worksheet #1
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SPELEOTHEM FLASH CARDS 
Student Worksheet #2


